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327 O Come, O Come, Emmanuel CW 327 sts. 1, Ref, 2-4

In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession W 172

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and
actions,
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen,
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In peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, letus prayto the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
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God, and for the wunityof all, let us pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for allwho offer  here their worship and
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praise,letus  praytothe Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, com -fort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord.
= s e 1
‘I?b:.:' Z a; | = I
—_ - | [or) — 1
el I
A - men.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Stir up your power, O Lord, and come. Take away the burden of our
sins, and make us ready for the celebration of your birth, that we may
receive you in joy and serve you always; for you live and reign with the
Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Micah 5:2-54a

*But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah,

though you are small among the clans of Judah,
out of you will come for me

one who will be ruler over Israel,
whose origins are from of old,

from ancient times.”

3Therefore Israel will be abandoned

until the time when she who is in labor bears a son,
and the rest of his brothers return

to join the Israelites.

4He will stand and shepherd his flock
in the strength of the LORD,
in the majesty of the name of the LORD his God.
And they will live securely, for then his greatness
will reach to the ends of the earth.

5And he will be our peace

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



85A LORD, in Your Mercy, Hear My Prayer Psalm 85A

Refrain
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Lorp, in your mer - cy hear my prayer; your good-ness nev - er fails.
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You, LORD, forgave the iniquity of your / people
and covered / all their sins.

You set aside / all your wrath
and turned from your fierce / anger.

Show us your unfailing / love, LORD,
and grant us your sal- / vation. Refrain

I will listen to what God the / LORD says;
he promises peace to his / people.
Surely his salvation is near those who / fear him,
that his glory may dwell / in our land.
Love and faithfulness meet to- / gether;
righteousness and peace kiss each / other.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Text: Hal H. Hopson

Tune: Hal H. Hopson

Setting: Kermit G, Moldenhauer

Text and tune: © 2008 Birnamwood/MorningStar Muslc Publishers (refraln). Used by permission: Northwestern
Publishing House no, ALM8V-ZQ3MO-DF DAU-FMUAP

Setting: © 1993 Kermit G. Moldenhauer, admin. Northwestern Publishing House. Used by permlssion: Northwestern
Publishing House no. ALM8V-ZQ3MO-DF DAU-FMUAP
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Second Reading Hebrews 10:5-10

5Therefore, when Christ came into the world, he said:

“Sacrifice and offering you did not desire,
but a body you prepared for me;

Swith burnt offerings and sin offerings
you were not pleased.

7Then | said, ‘Here | am—it is written about me in the scroll—
I have come to do your will, my God.””

8First he said, “Sacrifices and offerings, burnt offerings and sin
offerings you did not desire, nor were you pleased with them”—though
they were offered in accordance with the law. 9Then he said, “Here [
am, I have come to do your will.” He sets aside the first to establish the
second. ’And by that will, we have been made holy through the
sacrifice of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation Matthew 1:23
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The virgin will conceive and give birth to a son,
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and they will call him Im - man - u - el
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Gospel Luke 1:39~55

39At that time Mary got ready and hurried to a town in the hill

country of Judea, “°where she entered Zechariah’s home and greeted
Elizabeth. ¥When Elizabeth heard Mary’s greeting, the baby leaped in
her womb, and Elizabeth was filled with the Holy Spirit. 4In a loud
voice she exclaimed: “Blessed are you among women, and blessed is
the child you will bear! 4But why am I so favored, that the mother of
my Lord should come to me? 44As soon as the sound of your greeting
reached my ears, the baby in my womb leaped for joy. 4Blessed is she

who has believed that the Lord would fulfill his promises to her!”
4And Mary said:

328 The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came

Sermon: Luke 1:46-55 How to Celebrate Christmas

Apostles’ Creed
I believe in God, the Father Almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

CW 328

“My soul glorifies the Lord
47and my spirit rejoices in God my Savior,
#for he has been mindful
of the humble state of his servant.
From now on all generations will call me blessed,
4ofor the Mighty One has done great things for me—
holy is his name.
5°His mercy extends to those who fear him,
from generation to generation.
5'He has performed mighty deeds with his arm;
he has scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts.
52He has brought down rulers from their thrones
but has lifted up the humble.
53He has filled the hungry with good things
but has sent the rich away empty.
54He has helped his servant Israel,
remembering to be merciful
55to Abraham and his descendants forever,
just as he promised our ancestors.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and
the globe on which we live. You control all things through your Son,
who sits at your right hand in glory.

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.
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Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away
our confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to
strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our desire to live
according to your will.

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your
grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us
from scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around
the world from all forms of hate and persecution.

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they
prepare for future days. Help them distinguish between what is passing
and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage
more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the
gospel.

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or
emotional pain and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death.
Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners
who miss someone they loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when
we can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and
answer us. Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way
you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when
you will take us to be with you forever.

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

310 Arise, O Christian People CW 310

Prayer of Thanksgiving
Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learﬂiing.
May we so hear them, read, learn and take them to heart that, being
strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever. Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace. Amen.

315 Let the Earth Now Praise the Lord CW 315
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RECOVERY IN CHRIST offers hope in Jesus.

A symptom of addiction of any kind is hopelessness. The
focus of Recovery in Christ is to bring the hope of Jesus. RIC meets
most Sundays at 4:00 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Onalaska,
Wisconsin (school library) and Wednesdays, 1:15 pm at La Crosse’s
Coulee Recovery Center, 933 Ferry Street. To confirm meeting
days/times call 608-567-3038 for Sundays, 608-784-4177 for
Wednesdays.

Recovery in Christ is not meant to replace other groups or
therapists. It is an additional group that offers Christian fellowship
and direction to those in recovery from alcohol and/or drugs.

NEED A CARD? Why go to a big box store and spend more than
you have to? Please browse our wide selection of cards in the former
library room at Christ. Cards are exceptionally priced at $0.50 each.

Diane Schultz is our sunshine lady. If anyone knows of someone
who would like a card of encouragement, please let her know. Her
cellphone is 608-738-9934 and her home phone is 608-685-3861.

Church Offerings

Wednesday, December 11: 7
General: $305 Missions: § CapImp.: $

Sunday, December 15: 27

General: $895  Missions: $40  Cap Imp: $70

(Cap Imp includes a gift for Luther High School)
Total: $1310

General: 31200 Missions: $40 Cap Imp.: 370

Our Weekly Walk with Jesus

Sunday, December 22

8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class
9:30 am Worship Service

10:30 am Coffee hour

Monday, December 23

Tuesday, December 24

(no Bible classes today)

2:00 pm & 6:30 pm Christmas Eve Candlelight Service
with Communion

Wednesday, December 25
9:30 am Christmas Day Song Service

Thursday, December 26

Friday, December 27

Saturday, December 28

Sunday, December 29

8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class
9:30 am Worship Service

10:30 am Coffee hour




