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Sixth Sunday after Easter - 5-25-2025

557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 557 sts. 1-5

In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 172

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and
actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Silence for meditation and reflection

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174

I peace let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, letus prayto the Lord.
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For the peace ofthe whole world, for the well-being of the Church of

God, and for the wunityof all, let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for allwho offer  here their worship and
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praise, let us pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, com-fort, and de-fend us, gra- cious Lord.
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Tune: Marty Haugen

Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publicatlons, Inc. Used by permlsslon: Northwestern Publishing House no. ALMBV-ZQ3MO-
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Glory to God in the Highest
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Lord Je - sus Christ, on - ly Son of the Fa - ther,
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The Word

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

O God, you are the giver of everything good. Inspire us, your humble
servants, to long for what is right and, through your gracious guidance,
accomplish it to your glory; through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 14:8-22

8In Lystra there sat a man who was lame. He had been that way from
birth and had never walked. He listened to Paul as he was speaking.
Paul looked directly at him, saw that he had faith to be healed "*and
called out, “Stand up on your feet!” At that, the man jumped up and
began to walk.



"When the crowd saw what Paul had done, they shouted in the
Lycaonian language, “The gods have come down to us in human form!”
2Barnabas they called Zeus, and Paul they called Hermes because he
was the chief speaker. 3The priest of Zeus, whose temple was just
outside the city, brought bulls and wreaths to the city gates because he
and the crowd wanted to offer sacrifices to them.

4But when the apostles Barnabas and Paul heard of this, they tore
their clothes and rushed out into the crowd, shouting: *“Friends, why
are you doing this? We too are only human, like you. We are bringing
you good news, telling you to turn from these worthless things to the
living God, who made the heavens and the earth and the sea and
everything in them. *In the past, he let all nations go their own way.
"7Yet he has not left himself without testimony: He has shown kindness
by giving you rain from heaven and crops in their seasons; he provides
you with plenty of food and fills your hearts with joy.” ®Even with
these words, they had difficulty keeping the crowd from sacrificing to
them.

9Then some Jews came from Antioch and Iconium and won the
crowd over. They stoned Paul and dragged him outside the city,
thinking he was dead. 2°But after the disciples had gathered around
him, he got up and went back into the city. The next day he and
Barnabas left for Derbe.

#They preached the gospel in that city and won a large number of
disciples. Then they returned to Lystra, Iconium and Antioch,
2strengthening the disciples and encouraging them to remain true to
the faith. “We must go through many hardships to enter the kingdom
of God,” they said.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.



Psalm of the Day Psalm 65A
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Praise awaits / you, our God;

you call forth / songs of joy.
You care for the land and / water it;

you soften it with showers and / bless its crops.
The streams of God are filled with / water

to provide the peo- / ple with grain. Refrain

You crown the year with your / bounty,

and your carts overflow with a- / bundance.
The whole earth is / filled with awe

at your / wonders.
The meadows are covered with flocks and the valleys are man- / tled
with grain;

they shout for / joy and sing.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Text: David Haas, alt.

Tune: David Haas, alt.

Text and tune: © 1997 GIA Publicatlons, Inc. Used by permission: Northwestern Publishing House no. ALM8V-ZQ3MO-
DFDAU-FMUAP
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Second Reading Revelation 21:21-27

»The twelve gates were twelve pearls, each gate made of a single
pearl. The great street of the city was of gold, as pure as transparent
glass.

2] did not see a temple in the city, because the Lord God Almighty
and the Lamb are its temple. 23The city does not need the sun or the
moon to shine on it, for the glory of God gives it light, and the Lamb is
its lamp. *4The nations will walk by its light, and the kings of the earth
will bring their splendor into it. >0On no day will its gates ever be shut,
for there will be no night there. *The glory and honor of the nations
will be brought into it. ’Nothing impure will ever enter it, nor will
anyone who does what is shameful or deceitful, but only those whose
names are written in the Lamb’s book of life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Psalm 30:5
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Weeping may stay for the night, but rejoicing comes in the morn - ing.
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Gospel John 16:16-24

Jesus went on to say, “In a little while you will see me no more, and
then after a little while you will see me.”

At this, some of his disciples said to one another, “What does he
mean by saying, ‘In a little while you will see me no more, and then
after a little while you will see me,” and ‘Because | am going to the
Father'?” ®They kept asking, “What does he mean by ‘a little while’?
We don'’t understand what he is saying.”

9Jesus saw that they wanted to ask him about this, so he said to
them, “Are you asking one another what I meant when I said, ‘In a
little while you will see me no more, and then after a little while you
will see me'? 2°Very truly I tell you, you will weep and mourn while the
world rejoices. You will grieve, but your grief will turn to joy. A
woman giving birth to a child has pain because her time has come; but
when her baby is born she forgets the anguish because of her joy that a
child is born into the world. >So with you: Now is your time of grief,
but I will see you again and you will rejoice, and no one will take away
your joy. In that day you will no longer ask me anything. Very truly [
tell you, my Father will give you whatever you ask in my name. 24Until
now you have not asked for anything in my name. Ask and you will
receive, and your joy will be complete.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

557 Dear Christians, One and All, Rejoice CW 557 sts. 6-10

Sermon Revelations 21: 12-27 We're Headed for the Holy
City



Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Eternal Lord, give us peace as we ponder the good news that you
forgive our sins in Christ. Lead us to see clearly the path you have laid
out for us.

Work in us so that we believe and live the Word we have heard
today.

Provide courage and compassion to all who preach and teach your
Word. Fill them with a love like yours as they proclaim your grace to
us and all people.

Move us to love all ministers of the Word wherever they serve.
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Guard and guide the families of our congregation. Lead husbands and
wives to love each other with commitment, respect, and patience. Help
parents to grasp the eternal value of keeping their children close to
Jesus all their lives. Grant joy to those who are single, and make them a
blessing to others.

Protect us from the temptations that surround us; give us pure
hearts and minds.

Provide wisdom and insight to those who make laws and set policies.
Give us respect for those who protect us from crime. Lead us to value
the rights of our fellow citizens and to defend those who cannot
defend themselves.

Bless our land with peace and prosperity so that the gospel may
be proclaimed to all.

Give us passion to share the story of your love with our family and
friends. Overcome unbelief, and open the hearts of people everywhere
to believe the good news that Jesus has forgiven their sins and opened
the gates of heaven.

Fill us with joy over every sinner who repents and comes to trust
in you.

Extend your healing power to those who are sick and suffering in body
or mind. Give patience and compassion to all who care for the sick and
dying.

Lift the eyes of the distressed to your love in Christ.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.

Silent prayer

Gracious God, you govern and direct all things and you love all people.
Hear our prayers, spoken and silent, and answer them in your wisdom

and grace.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
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455 Alleluia! Jesus Lives CW 455

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning,
May we so hear them, read, learn and take them to heart that, being
strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and T give you peace.
Amen.
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RECOVERY IN CHRIST offers hope in Jesus.

A symptom of addiction of any kind is hopelessness. The
focus of Recovery in Christ is to bring the hope of Jesus. RIC meets
most Sundays at 4:00 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Onalaska,
Wisconsin (school library) and Wednesdays, 1:15 pm at La Crosse’s
Coulee Recovery Center, 933 Ferry Street. To confirm meeting
days/times call 608-567-3038 for Sundays, 608-784-4177 for
Wednesdays.

Recovery in Christ is not meant to replace other groups or
therapists. It is an additional group that offers Christian fellowship
and direction to those in recovery from alcohol and/or drugs.

NEED A CARD? Why go to a big box store and spend more than
you have to? Please browse our wide selection of cards in the former
library room at Christ. Cards are exceptionally priced at $0.50 each.

Diane Schultz is our sunshine lady. If anyone knows of someone
who would like a card of encouragement, please let her know. Her
cellphone is 608-738-9934 and her home phone is 608-685-3861.

Church Offerings

Wednesday, May 14: 9
General: $150  Missions: $ Cap Imp.: $

Sunday, May 18: 20
General: $505  Missions: $20 Cap Imp: $30
(General includes a memorial for Rita Gruhlke))

Total: $705

General: $655 Missions: $20 Cap Imp.: $30



Our Weekly Walk with Jesus

Sunday, May 25
9:30 am Worship Service
10:30 am Coffee hour

Monday, May 26
(Happy Memorial Day!)

Tuesday, May 27
10:00 am Bible Class

Wednesday, May 28
6:30 pm Midweek Worship Service with Communion

Thursday, May 29
6:30 pm Ascension Day joint service at CL

Friday, May 30
(CFC last day of school)

Saturday, May 31

Sunday, June 1
9:30 am Worship Service with Communion
10:30 am Coffee hour




