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Third Sunday of Easter - May 4, 2025

439 Christ Jesus Lay in Death’s Strong Bands CW 439

In the name of the Father and of the -} Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 155

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are
covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our
hearts.
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have
done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the 4~ Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
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Help, save, com-fort, and de-fend us, gra- cious Lord.
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Tune: © 1984, 1985 GIA Publicatlons, Inc. Used by permlsslon: Northwestern Publishing House no. ALM8V-ZQ3IMO-
DFDAU-FMUAP

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day ~

Let us pray.

O God, by the humiliation of your Son, you lifted up this fallen world
from the despair of death. By his resurrection to life, grant your faithful
people gladness of heart and the hope of eternal joys; through your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Acts 9:1-22

'Meanwhile, Saul was still breathing out murderous threats against
the Lord’s disciples. He went to the high priest 2and asked him for
letters to the synagogues in Damascus, so that if he found any there
who belonged to the Way, whether men or women, he might take
them as prisoners to Jerusalem. 3As he neared Damascus on his
journey, suddenly a light from heaven flashed around him. 4He fell to
the ground and heard a voice say to him, “Saul, Saul, why do you
persecute me?”

5“Who are you, Lord?” Saul asked.

“I am Jesus, whom you are persecuting,” he replied. “Now get up
and go into the city, and you will be told what you must do.”

S



"The men traveling with Saul stood there speechless; they heard the
sound but did not see anyone. 8Saul got up from the ground, but when
he opened his eyes he could see nothing. So they led him by the hand
into Damascus. 9For three days he was blind, and did not eat or drink
anything,

‘°In Damascus there was a disciple named Ananias. The Lord called
to him in a vision, “Ananias!”

“Yes, Lord,” he answered.

"The Lord told him, “Go to the house of Judas on Straight Street and
ask for a man from Tarsus named Saul, for he is praying. *In a vision
he has seen a man named Ananias come and place his hands on him to
restore his sight.”

3“Lord,” Ananias answered, “I have heard many reports about this
man and all the harm he has done to your holy people in Jerusalem.
“And he has come here with authority from the chief priests to arrest
all who call on your name.”

sBut the Lord said to Ananias, “Go! This man is my chosen
instrument to proclaim my name to the Gentiles and their kings and to
the people of Israel. *°I will show him how much he must suffer for my
name.”

"7Then Ananias went to the house and entered it. Placing his hands
on Saul, he said, “Brother Saul, the Lord—]Jesus, who appeared to you
on the road as you were coming here—has sent me so that you may see
again and be filled with the Holy Spirit.” ®*Immediately, something like
scales fell from Saul’s eyes, and he could see again. He got up and was
baptized, Yand after taking some food, he regained his strength.

Saul spent several days with the disciples in Damascus. *°At once he
began to preach in the synagogues that Jesus is the Son of God. »All
those who heard him were astonished and asked, “Isn’t he the man
who raised havoc in Jerusalem among those who call on this name?
And hasn'’t he come here to take them as prisoners to the chief
priests?” 2Yet Saul grew more and more powerful and baffled the Jews
living in Damascus by proving that Jesus is the Messiah.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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[ will exalt you, LORD, for you lifted me out / of the depths
and did not let my enemies gloat / over me.

LORD my God, I called to / you for help,
and you / healed me.

You, LORD, brought me up from the realm / of the dead;
you spared me from going down / to the pit. Refrain

Sing the praises of the LORD, you his faithful / people;
praise his / holy name.
For his anger lasts only a / moment,
but his favor lasts a / lifetime;
weeping may stay / for the night,
but rejoicing comes in the / morning.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: Carl F, Schalk
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Second Reading Revelation 5:11-14

"Then I looked and heard the voice of many angels, numbering
thousands upon thousands, and ten thousand times ten thousand.
They encircled the throne and the living creatures and the elders. 2In a
loud voice they were saying:

“Worthy is the Lamb, who was slain,
to receive power and wealth and wisdom and strength
and honor and glory and praise!”

3Then I heard every creature in heaven and on earth and under the
earth and on the sea, and all that is in them, saying:

“To him who sits on the throne and to the Lamb
be praise and honor and glory and power,

'Jl

for ever and ever

14The four living creatures said, “Amen,” and the elders fell down and
worshiped.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
Gospel Acclamation 2 Timothy 1:10
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Gospel John 21:1~14

'‘Afterward Jesus appeared again to his disciples, by the Sea of
Galilee. It happened this way: 2Simon Peter, Thomas (also known as
Didymus), Nathanael from Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and
two other disciples were together. 3“I'm going out to fish,” Simon Peter
told them, and they said, “We’ll go with you.” So they went out and got
into the boat, but that night they caught nothing. !

4Early in the morning, Jesus stood on the shore, but the disciples did
not realize that it was Jesus.

5He called out to them, “Friends, haven’t you any fish?”

“No,” they answered.

®He said, “Throw your net on the right side of the boat and you will
find some.” When they did, they were unable to haul the net in
because of the large number of fish.

7Then the disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, “It is the Lord!”
As soon as Simon Peter heard him say, “It is the Lord,” he wrapped his
outer garment around him (for he had taken it off) and jumped into
the water. 8The other disciples followed in the boat, towing the net full
of fish, for they were not far from shore, about a hundred yards. "When
they landed, they saw a fire of burning coals there with fish on it, and
some bread.

"°Jesus said to them, “Bring some of the fish you have just caught.”
"So Simon Peter climbed back into the boat and dragged the net
ashore. It was full of large fish, 153, but even with so many the net was
not torn. *Jesus said to them, “Come and have breakfast.” None of the
disciples dared ask him, “Who are you?” They knew it was the Lord.
BJesus came, took the bread and gave it to them, and did the same
with the fish. ¥This was now the third time Jesus appeared to his
disciples after he was raised from the dead.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

581 Lord, 'Tis Not That | Did Choose You CW 581
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Sermon: Acts 9:1-9 What the Conversion of Every Sinner
Really Is

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our salke he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.
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464 | Am Content! My Jesus Lives Again CW 464

Preface CW 183

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who by his willing sacrifice on the cross
took away the sins of the world and by his glorious resurrection
restored everlasting life. Therefore, with all the saints on earth and
hosts of heaven, we praise your holy name and join their glorious song;:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people.
You created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you
saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and
became obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as
a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He
rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you.
He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and

glory.

Bless us as we receive your Son'’s body and blood, and lead us to
remember his suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and
fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive
our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.

Amen.

(2

Lord’s Prayer :

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my - blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forglveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.’ ‘

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186
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Distribution

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

[+

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet
you have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit,
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive
us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to ydu.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

617 Praise God, from Whom All Blessings Flow W 617
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A biweekly and breaking e-newsletter from WELS April 15, 2025

Together

& WELS

NEWS. RESOURCES. ENCOURAGEMENT, i iy

Conference of Presidents holds April 2025 meeting

he WELS Conference of Presidents (COP) held its spring meeting this month

at the WELS Center for Mission and Ministry, Waukesha, Wis. The COP
comprises the 12 WELS district presidents, the synod president, and two synod
vice presidents. Here is a summary of what they discussed.

* The COP continues to develop sample governance models for congregations
developing congregational constitutions and bylaws.

* The COP reviewed the procedures it will follow as it carries out teaching
assignments at Martin Luther College, New Ulm, Minn., in May, including
clarifying that preseminary graduates (who do not continue at Wisconsin
Lutheran Seminary) are not automatically certified for non-pastoral ministry.
Those called to other types of service (such as teaching) will normally need
to enroll in the synod’s teacher certification program.

e The COP continues to review the calling process, especially in view of the
challenges of pastor and teacher shortages.

e The Assignment Committee will continue to consider emergency teaching
calls after the assignments are made in May.

¢ The COP was asked to reconsider a proposal to change the synod
convention from a biennia! to a triennial schedule. The 12 districts heard this
proposal last summer, and the majority of districts were not in favor of the
change. In view of that, the COP declined to reconsider the proposal at this
time, but it did decide that additional rationale could be placed before the
district conventions in 2026.

e The COP reviewed the new long-range strategic plan that will be presented
to the synod convention in July.

* As of the April meeting of the COP, there were 156 pastoral vacancies
in the synod, with 149 of those being parish pastor positions. The 2025
seminary graduating class will provide candidates numbering in the mid-20s,
meaning that the pastoral vacancy situation will improve only slightly in the
near term. Larger classes at the seminary in the coming years, however, will
provide some relief in the future. In the meantime, the COP asks every WELS
congregation and member to encourage young men to consider training for
the pastoral ministry.

e Asimilar high vacancy rate is taking place in teacher positions. WELS
school enrollments have increased significantly in the last two years—a real
blessing—but that has caused a need for more teachers than are currently
available. '

Home Missions approves
new mission starts and
enhancements

n April 3 and 4, WELS Board

for Home Missions approved 11
new missions and enhancements for
the synodwide 100 Missions in 10
Years initiative.

WELS 175th anniversary
events and resources

Resources for congregations

and individuals to highlight the
anniversary and explore WELS history
continue to be developed and made
available.

¢ Print-ready full-color bulletin
inserts of major events in WELS
history are being released on a
monthly basis. Please consider
using these in your congregation,

* An interactive timeline is now
available. This is a useful resource
for pastors or teachers desiring
to explore WELS history in Bible
classes and catechism classes.

e Subscribe to the WELS History
YouTube page for video content.
The first video is an interview with
WELS President Mark Schroeder.

* A goal of the anniversary
committee is to increase research,
preservation, and publications of
congregational histories. Several
resources are available to help
congregations write and preserve
their histories, including what
material to keep in archives.
These resources can be found at
welshistoricalinstitute.org/visit/
wels-archive.

* Anniversary commemorative
items are now available. See
options at welsstore.net/
collections/175th-anniversary.

¢ The new pictorial history book,
Christ Through Us: A Pictorial
History of the Wisconsin Synod,
1850-2025, can be preordered at
nph.net/175annivbook.

Congregations are encouraged to
celebrate the synod anniversary
as part of a three-week series in
October. Worship resources are
available online.

God in his grace has richly blessed

our church body for seven generations
as the message about Christ has

been proclaimed to us and through
us. This history is worth studying

and celebrating.

To access resources and check

for additional resources in

the coming months, visit
welshistoricalinstitute.org/175th. §§

WELS offers a variety of devotions and newsletters that can be directly delivered to your inbox. Visit wels.net/subscribe,

AN To sign up for the e-mail version, visit
&5 WELS

Chrsts Love. Our Calling wels. net/together.




RECOVERY IN CHRIST offers hope in Jesus.

A symptom of addiction of any kind is hopelessness. The
focus of Recovery in Christ is to bring the hope of Jesus. RIC meets
most Sundays at 4:00 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Onalaska,
Wisconsin (school library) and Wednesdays, 1:15 pm at La Crosse’s
Coulee Recovery Center, 933 Ferry Street. To confirm meeting
days/times call 608-567-3038 for Sundays, 608-784-4177 for
Wednesdays.

Recovery in Christ is not meant to replace other groups or
therapists. It is an additional group that offers Christian fellowship
and direction to those in recovery from alcohol and/or drugs.

NEED A CARD? Why go to a big box store and spend more than
you have to? Please browse our wide selection of cards in the former
library room at Christ. Cards are exceptionally priced at $0.50 each.

Diane Schultz is our sunshine lady. If anyone knows of someone
who would like a card of encouragement, please let her know. Her
cellphone is 608-738-9934 and her home phone is 608-685-3861.

Our Weekly Walk with Jesus

Sunday, May 4

8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class
9:30 am Worship Service with Communion
10:30 am Coffee hour

Monday, May 5

9:00 am Ladies Aid
10:00 am Bible Class

Tuesdayv, May 6

Church Offerings

Wednesday, April 23: 10
General: $190  Missions: $ Cap Imp.: $

Sunday, April 27: 30
General: $680  Missions: $35 Cap Imp: $35

Total: $940

General: $870 Missions: $35 Cap Imp.: $35

9:30 am Spring Pastoral Conference at St. John, Lewiston
6:30 pm Bible Class

Wednesday, May 7
6:30 pm Midweek Worship Service

Thursday, May 8

IFriday, May 9

Saturday, Mav 10

Sunday, May 11

8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class
9:30 am Worship Service

10:30 am Coffee hour

10:45 am Church council meeting




