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Reflections on Repentance

Revealing Our Sinful Nature

575 By Grace I’'m Saved

Confession of Sins

Our help is in the name of the Lord,

the maker of heaven and earth.

CW 575

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of one another.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father,

we have sinned against you in our thoughts, in our words, in our
deeds, and in all that we have not done. Forgive us in the name
of our Lord Jesus Christ. Deliver and restore us, that we may rest

in peace.

By the mercy of God we are redeemed by Jesus Christ, and in him we
are forgiven. Let us rest in his peace until the rising of the sun, when

we shall serve him in newness of life.

Amen.



51A Be Merciful, O Lord Psalm 51A
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Be mer-ci-ful, O Lord, for we have sinned.
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Have mercy on / me, O God,
according to your un- / failing love;
according to your great com- / passion
blot out my trans- / gressions.

Wash away all my in- / iquity
and cleanse me / from my sin.
For I know my trans- / gressions,
and my sin is always be- / fore me. Refrain

Against you, you only, / have I sinned
and done what is evil / in your sight.
Surely I was sin- / ful at birth,

sinful from the time my mother con- / ceived me,

Cleanse me with hyssop, and I / will be clean;
wash me, and ] will be whit- / er than snow.
Hide your face / from my sins
and blot out all my in- / iquity.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain
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Psalm Prayer

Lord, we confess our sins to you and plead for your mercy. We
acknowledge that sin runs too deep in our nature for us ever to rid
ourselves of it, but we thank you that Jesus has done what we could
not do, washing us clean of every stain. We plead that your Spirit
would give us the strength to live a new life; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Passion Reading: Luke 22:54-71 Denial and Trial

Then seizing Jesus, they led him away and took him into the
house of the high priest. Peter followed at a distance. And when some
there had kindled a fire in the middle of the courtyard and had sat
down together, Peter sat down with them. A servant girl saw him
seated there in the firelight. She looked closely at him and said, "This
man was with him."

But he denied it. "Woman, [ don't know him," he said.

A little later someone else saw him and said, "You also are one of
them."

"Man, I am not!" Peter replied.

About an hour later another asserted, "Certainly this fellow was
with him, for he is a Galilean.”

Peter replied, "Man, [ don't know what you're talking about!" Just
as he was speaking, the rooster crowed. The Lord turned and looked
straight at Peter. Then Peter remembered the word the Lord had
spoken to him: "Before the rooster crows today, you will disown me
three times." And he went outside and wept bitterly.

The men who were guarding Jesus began mocking and beating
him. They blindfolded him and demanded, "Prophesy! Who hit you?"
And they said many other insulting things to him.

At daybreak the council of the elders of the people, both the chief
priests and the teachers of the law, met together, and Jesus was led
before them. "If you are the Messiah," they said, "tell us."

Jesus answered, "If I tell you, you will not believe me, and if I
asked you, you would not answer. But from now on, the Son of Man
will be seated at the right hand of the mighty God."
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They all asked, "Are you then the Son of God?"

He replied, "You say that [ am."

Then they said, "Why do we need any more testimony? We have
heard it from his own lips."
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Sermon: Psalm 51:5 Revealing Our Sinful Nature

Prayer

God, our Father, by the sacrifice of your Son you reconciled the world
to yourself.

We thank you for the precious gift of forgiveness. Refresh us
with the joy of salvation, that we may walk in the way of peace
with our brothers and sisters in Christ.

Renew our minds and wills, that daily we may speak your word of
peace; through Jesus Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name,

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
Y

as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

Go in peace. Christ Jesus has set you free.

Thanks be to God.

814 Just as | Am, without One Plea ' CW 814

We thank our guest preacher, Pastor Doug Westenberg, for sharing
God’s Word with us this evening.
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