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Sunday
in Lent
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First Sunday in Lent - March 9, 2025

821 0n Eagle’s Wings CW 821 sts. 1, Ref, 2-3, Final Refrain

In the name of the Father and of the < Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and
actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the 4 Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy
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Inpeaceletus pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace of the whole world,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
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pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-cious Lord.
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A - men.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Mighty God and Father, our Lord Jesus walked into the wilderness to
face the devil’s temptations, but he did not succumb to Satan’s lies or
falter in his resolve to save the world from the prison of hell. Bolster
our faith by his mighty victory that we may battle against the forces of
evil with courage and confidence; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever. |

Amen.

First Reading 15amuel 17:4-11,32-40,45-49

4A champion named Goliath, who was from Gath, came out of the
Philistine camp. His height was six cubits and a span. He had a bronze
helmet on his head and wore a coat of scale armor of bronze weighing
five thousand shekels; ®on his legs he wore bronze greaves, and a
bronze javelin was slung on his back. 7His spear shaft was like a
weaver’s rod, and its iron point weighed six hundred shekels. His
shield bearer went ahead of him.

8Goliath stood and shouted to the ranks of Israel, “Why do you come
out and line up for battle? Am I not a Philistine, and are you not the
servants of Saul? Choose a man and have him come down to me. %If he
is able to fight and kill me, we will become your subjects; but if I
overcome him and kill him, you will become our subjects and serve
us.” °Then the Philistine said, “This day I defy the armies of Israel!
Give me a man and let us fight each other.” *On hearing the
Philistine’s words, Saul and all the Israelites were dismayed and
terrified.

32David said to Saul, “Let no one lose heart on account of this
Philistine; your servant will go and fight him.”

33Saul replied, “You are not able to go out against this Philistine and
fight him; you are only a young man, and he has been a warrior from
his youth.” .3



34But David said to Saul, “Your servant has been keeping his father’s
sheep. When a lion or a bear came and carried off a sheep from the
flock, 35I went after it, struck it and rescued the sheep from its mouth.
When it turned on me, I seized it by its hair, struck it and killed it.
3%Your servant has killed both the lion and the bear; this
uncircumcised Philistine will be like one of them, because he has
defied the armies of the living God. 37The LORD who rescued me from
the paw of the lion and the paw of the bear will rescue me from the
hand of this Philistine.”

Saul said to David, “Go, and the LORD be with you.”

38Then Saul dressed David in his own tunic. He put a coat of armor
on him and a bronze helmet on his head. 39David fastened on his
sword over the tunic and tried walking around, because he was not
used to them.

“I cannot go in these,” he said to Saul, “because I am not used to
them.” So he took them off. 4°Then he took his staff in his hand, chose
five smooth stones from the stream, put them in the pouch of his
shepherd’s bag and, with his sling in his hand, approached the
Philistine.

45David said to the Philistine, “You come against me with sword and
spear and javelin, but I come against you in the name of the LORD
Almighty, the God of the armies of Israel, whom you have defied.
46This day the LORD will deliver you into my hands, and I'll strike you
down and cut off your head. This very day I will give the carcasses of
the Philistine army to the birds and the wild animals, and the whole
world will know that there is a God in Israel. 47All those gathered here
will know that it is not by sword or spear that the LORD saves; for the
battle is the LORD’s, and he will give all of you into our hands.”

48As the Philistine moved closer to attack him, David ran quickly
toward the battle line to meet him. 49Reaching into his bag and taking
out a stone, he slung it and struck the Philistine on the forehead. The
stone sank into his forehead, and he fell facedown on the ground.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

91A The Shadow of the Almighty Psalm 91A
Refrain
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Surely he will save you from the / fowler’s snare
and from the deadly / pestilence.
He will cover you with his / feathers,
and under his wings you will find / refuge.
You will not fear the ter- / ror of night,
nor the arrow that / flies by day,
nor the pestilence that stalks in the / darkness,
nor the plague that destroys at / midday. Refrain

If you say, “The LORD is my / refuge,”
and you make the Most High your / dwelling,
no harm will over- / take you,
no disaster will come / near your tent.
For he will command his angels con- / cerning you
to guard you in / all your ways;
they will lift you up / in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot a- / gainst a stone.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain
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Second Reading Hebrews 4:14-16

4Therefore, since we have a great high priest who has ascended into
heaven, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold firmly to the faith we profess.
5For we do not have a high priest who is unable to empathize with our
weaknesses, but we have one who has been tempted in every way, just
as we are—yet he did not sin. ®Let us then approach God’s throne of
grace with confidence, so that we may receive mercy and find grace to
help us in our time of need.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation 1John 3:8
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Glo - ry, praise, and hon - or to you, Lord Je - sus Christ.
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The reason the Sonof God ap - peared
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Gospel Luke 4:1-13

Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, left the Jordan and was led by the Spirit
into the wilderness, *where for forty days he was tempted by the devil.
He ate nothing during those days, and at the end of them he was
hungry.

3The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, tell this stone to
become bread.” C

was to destroy the dev-il's work.

4Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Man shall not live on bread alone.”

5The devil led him up to a high place and showed him in an instant
all the kingdoms of the world. °And he said to him, “I will give you all
their authority and splendor; it has been given to me, and I can give it
to anyone | want to. 7If you worship me, it will all be yours.”

8Jesus answered, “It is written: ‘Worship the Lord your God and
serve him only.”

9The devil led him to Jerusalem and had him stand on the highest
point of the temple. “If you are the Son of God,” he said, “throw
yourself down from here. For it is written:

“‘He will command his angels concerning you
to guard you carefully;
ithey will lift you up in their hands,
so that you will not strike your foot against a stone.”

"Jesus answered, “It is said: ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the
test.”

3When the devil had finished all this tempting, he left him until an
opportune time.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

578 Chief of Sinners Though | Be CW 578

Sermon: Hebrews 4:14-16 Let Us Cling to Jesus, Our Great
High Priest

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
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I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and
the globe on which we live. You control all things through your Son,
who sits at your right hand in glory.

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.

Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away
our confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to
strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our desire to live
according to your will.

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your
grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us
from scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around
the world from all forms of hate and persecution.

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.
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Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they
prepare for future days. Help them distinguish between what is passing
and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage
more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the
gospel.
Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or
emotional pain and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death.
Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners
who miss someone they loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when
we can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and
answer us. Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way
you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when
you will take us to be with you forever.

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

723 When in the Hour of Utmost Need CW 723

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.
May we so hear them, read, learn and take them to heart that, being
strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.
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Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven, Lutheran Women’s Mission Society
hallowed be thy name, & God's Crew - A Kid’s Mission Program
thy kingdom come, ' resent
thy will be done P

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses, : : .

e g . Bui Ing Bridges

who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation, .
but deliver us from evil. How to Share the Gospel With Those Around You
For thine is the kingdom

and the power and the glory Saturday, Aprll 26, 2025

forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing Trinity Ev. Lutheran Church 8-9 AM Spring Rally Registration/Fellowship
The Lord bless you and keep you, 28483 Co Rd 12, Winona, MN 55987 Speaker Eric Roecker, WELS Commission on Evangelism
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you. Co-hosted with Grace Lutheran, Ridgenay 12 noon Closing Devotion and Lunch

The Lord look on you with favor and -}~ give you peace.

Amen.

842 Jesus, Still Lead On ey g2 e Don't know what to do with the kids?

A God's Crew, Kid's Mission program for ages 3-12 will be offered. Online pre-
registration for a maximurn of ~30 kids by April 16 will be required.
https:/fwwww.signupgenius.com/go/10C0A4SADA922ASFCCA3-54896 1 04-wms
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A biweekly and breaking e-newsletter from WELS March 4, 2025

Together @S \VELS
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Federal funding for Lutheran organizations

Recently it was disclosed that several Roman Catholic and Lutheran social
service organizations have been receiving federal funding for humanitarian
aid or community services from the U.S. Department of Health and Human
Services. It's been reported that much of this funding has been directed toward
assistance to immigrants and refugees. We have received questions about
whether our synod is involved in any of this kind of effort.

The Wisconsin Evangelical Lutheran Synod (WELS) has no financial or
operational relationship with the Lutheran agencies that received these funds.
WELS does not provide financial support to them and does not work with
them in any way. Our synod has not applied for nor received any grant from
the federal government for relief work among immigrants. When you hear the
word “Lutheran” in the news reports, it does not refer to our synod.

One of the Lutheran groups identified as having received federal dollars (for
youth mental health treatment) is Wisconsin Lutheran Child & Family Service,
Inc. (WLCFS; known as Christian Family Solutions). WLCFS, which is known

for providing quality Christian counseling services to our members and the
community, is not a synodical organization; rather, it is an independent ministry
affiliated with WELS. WLCFS is not governed or funded by WELS.

WELS does have its own disaster and humanitarian aid organization called
WELS Christian Aid and Relief. This organization receives no federal funding
and carries out its work of helping the needy and providing humanitarian
grants solely with the generous support of WELS congregations and individual
donors.

Because there are some erroneous or misleading reports in the news and on
social media, we are informing you, the members of our synod, in case you
have questions about this or receive questions about it from others.

Serving with you in Christ,
WELS President Mark Schroeder &

Martin Luther College launches programs to
accommodate second-career learners

n recent years, Martin Luther

College (MLC), New Ulm,
Minn., has been working hard to
address the current shortage of
teachers across the synod. MLC
has developed two new programs
designed to offer alternative
pathways for non-traditional,
second-career individuals to earn
degrees in education, which
would aid in staffing growing
WELS early childhood centers and
elementary schools.

To support WELS early childhood
centers with their varied staffing
needs, the MLC Office of Continuing
Education has launched its four

tiers of support for early childhood
teachers. Tiers 2 to 4 build upon

one another, with Tier 4 culminating
in an associate degree. Prospective
students—often WELS members
already working in some capacity at
an early childhood center—can enter
the program at any level, depending
on their educational backgrounds and
career goals.

As of November 2024, the program
has cleared the final hurdle in
becoming an accredited program.
“The online Associate of Science

in Early Childhood Education for
non-traditional adult learners has
been approved by the state of
Minnesota and the Higher Learning
Commission,” says Prof. John
Meyer, director of Graduate Studies
and Continuing Education at MLC.
“Since the program was approved
by our accreditor, four adult learners
have been accepted, two more have

begun the application process, and
more have expressed their intention
to apply.”

MLC has also recently launched the
Alternative Pathway to Professional
Licensure Eligibility program, which
provides a pathway for non-traditional
and second-career students to earn a
bachelor's degree in education. “"We
believe there are a great number of
candidates who can serve the church
and its school system in a way that
will help fulfill the existing teacher
shortage,” says Dr. Jeff Wiechman,
vice president for academics at MLC.
"Many people are considering a
second career in teaching because
they want to support our system.”

This licensure program is structured
as a competency-based education
program, allowing students to use
their knowledge and experience

to guide their pacing through the
coursework to meet the Bachelor

of Science in Education degree
requirements and be eligible for a
Minnesota Tier 3 teaching license.
Wiechman explains, “Many of these
students are already working in
school settings and can apply their
experiences toward their coursework,
ultimately earning both their degree
and license.”

The development of the licensure
program has been years in the
making. "This idea first surfaced
in 2017 when we recognized our
schools were growing and began
exploring alternative ways to serve
our church body,” Wiechman
explains. -



RECOVERY IN CHRIST offers hope in Jesus.

A symptom of addiction of any kind is hopelessness. The
focus of Recovery in Christ is to bring the hope of Jesus. RIC meets
most Sundays at 4:00 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Onalaska,
Wisconsin (school library) and Wednesdays, 1:15 pm at La Crosse’s
Coulee Recovery Center, 933 Ferry Street. To confirm meeting
days/times call 608-567-3038 for Sundays, 608-784-4177 for
Wednesdays.

Recovery in Christ is not meant to replace other groups or
therapists. It is an additional group that offers Christian fellowship
and direction to those in recovery from alcohol and/or drugs.

NEED A CARD? Why go to a big box store and spend more than
you have to? Please browse our wide selection of cards in the former
library room at Christ. Cards are exceptionally priced at $0.50 each.

Diane Schultz is our sunshine lady. If anyone knows of someone
who would like a card of encouragement, please let her know. Her
cellphone is 608-738-9934 and her home phone is 608-685-3861.

Church Offerings

Wednesday, February 26: (no service)
General: $§  Missions: $ CapImp.: §

Sunday, March 2: 35
General: $1132  Missions: $145 Cap Imp: $25
(Missions included a memorial for Ron Engstrand)

Total: $1302

General: $1132 Missions: $145 Cap Imp.: $25

Our Weekly Walk with Jesus

Sunday, March 9

8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class
9:30 am Worship Service

10:30 am Coffee hour

10:40 am Church council meeting

Monday, March 10
10:00 am Bible Class

Tuesday, March 11
9:30 am Winona Circuit Meeting
6:30 pm Bible Class

Wednesday, March 12
5:00 pm Lenten Supper
6:30 pm Lenten Service

Thursday, March 13

Friday, March 14

Saturday, March 15

Sunday, March 16
8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class

9:30 am Worship Service
10:30 am Coffee hour



