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The Fourth Sunday after Epiphany - February 2, 2025

643 O God, Our Lord, Your Holy Word CW 643

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 154

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and
actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy
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In peaceletus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
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For the peace of the wholeworld,  for the well-being of the Church of God,
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and for the unity of all, letus pray to the Lord.
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Lord, have mer - cy.
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For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise, let us
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pray to the Lord. Lord, have mer - cy.
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Help, save, comfort, and de-fend us, gra-clous Lord.
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Glory Be to God on High W 157
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Glorybeto God on high, andonearth peace, good will toward men.
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We praise you, we bless you, we wor -ship you, we glorify you,
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we give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’n-ly King,
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God the Fa-ther Al mighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Je-sus Christ;
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O Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world
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have mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; re-ceive our prayer.
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You sit at the right hand of God the Father;
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For you on-ly are holy; you on-ly are the Lord. You only, O Christ, with the
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Ho-ly Spirit, are most highin the glory of God the Father. A - men.

have mercy on us.
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
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Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Almighty and everlasting God, look with mercy on our weaknesses,
and in all our dangers and needs stretch out the right hand of your
majesty to help and defend us; through your Son, Jesus Christ our
Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.

Amen.

First Reading Jeremiah 1:4-10

4The word of the LORD came to me, saying,

5“Before I formed you in the womb I knew you,
before you were born I set you apart;
[ appointed you as a prophet to the nations.”

6“Alas, Sovereign LORD,” I said, “I do not know how to speak; [ am
too young.”

7But the LORD said to me, “Do not say, ‘I am too young.’ You must go
to everyone I send you to and say whatever I command you. 8Do not be
afraid of them, for I am with you and will rescue you,” declares the
LORD.

9Then the LORD reached out his hand and touched my mouth and
said to me, “I have put my words in your mouth. **See, today I appoint
you over nations and kingdoms to uproot and tear down, to destroy
and overthrow, to build and to plant.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

71A God Is My Strong Salvation Psalm 71A

Refrain
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God is my strong sal - va - tion; what foe have I to fear?
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In you, LORD, I have taken / refuge;
let me never be / put to shame.

In your righteousness, rescue me and de- / liver me;
turn your ear to me and / save me.

Be my rock of / refuge,
to which I can / always go. Refrain

Since my youth, God, you have / taught me,
and to this day I declare your / marv’lous deeds.
Even when I am / old and gray,
do not forsake / me, my God,
till I declare your power to the next gener- / ation,
your mighty acts to all who / are to come.
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Tune: Melchlor Vulplus

Setting: Hal H. Hopson

Tune: Publlc domaln

Setting: © 1988 Hope Publishing Co. Used by permlssion: Northwestern Publishing House no. ALM8V-ZQ3MO-DFDAU-
FMUAP



Second Reading 2 Timothy 3:14—4:5

“4But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become
convinced of, because you know those from whom you learned it, >and
how from infancy you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able
to make you wise for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus. All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking,
correcting and training in righteousness, 7so that the servant of God
may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.

'In the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who will judge the living
and the dead, and in view of his appearing and his kingdom, I give you
this charge: 2Preach the word; be prepared in season and out of season;
correct, rebuke and encourage—with great patience and careful
instruction. 3For the time will come when people will not put up with
sound doctrine. Instead, to suit their own desires, they will gather
around them a great number of teachers to say what their itching ears
want to hear. 4They will turn their ears away from the truth and turn
aside to myths. 5But you, keep your head in all situations, endure
hardship, do the work of an evangelist, discharge all the duties of your
ministry.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Luke 4:43
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because that is why I was sent.

Gospel Luke 4:38-44

3¥Jesus left the synagogue and went to the home of Simon. Now
Simon’s mother-in-law was suffering from a high fever, and they asked
Jesus to help her. 39So he bent over her and rebuked the fever, and it
left her. She got up at once and began to wait on them.

4°At sunset, the people brought to Jesus all who had various kinds of
sickness, and laying his hands on each one, he healed them.
4“Moreover, demons came out of many people, shouting, “You are the
Son of God!” But he rebuked them and would not allow them to speak,
because they knew he was the Messiah.

42At daybreak, Jesus went out to a solitary place. The people were
looking for him and when they came to where he was, they tried td
keep him from leaving them. 43But he said, “l must proclaim the good
news of the kingdom of God to the other towns also, because that is
why I was sent.” 4And he kept on preaching in the synagogues of
Judea.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

902 Spread Abroad, O Mighty Word CW 902

Sermon: Jeremiah 1:4-10 The Lord Chooses Us to Do His
Work

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.
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We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,
begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.
Through him all things were made.
For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.
For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.
He suffered death and was buried.
On the third day he rose again in accordance with the
Scriptures.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

908 Go Forth and Preach the Gospel CW 908
Preface CW 165
The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly good and right that we should at all times and in all places
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among us as a human being
and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy W 167
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bless-ed is he, bless-ed is he who comes in the name of the Lord.
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Prayer of Thanksgiving

We give thanks to you, O God, through your dear Son, Jesus Christ,
whom you sent to be our Savior, our Redeemer, and the messenger of
your grace. Through him you made all things; in him you are well
pleased. He is the incarnate Word, conceived by the Holy Spirit and
born of the Virgin Mary. To fulfill your promises, he stretched out his
hands on the cross and released from eternal death all who believe in
you.

As we remember Jesus’ death and resurrection, we thank you that you
have gathered us together to receive your Son’s body and blood. Send
us your Spirit, unite us as one, and strengthen our faith so that we may
praise you in your Son, Jesus Christ. Through him, we glorify and
honor you, O God our Father, with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

(O

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my -} blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.

O Christ, Lamb of God CW 169
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you take a-way the sin of the world; have mer-cy on  us.
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Distribution

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

We give thanks, almighty God, that you have refreshed us with this
saving gift. We pray that through it you will strengthen our faith in
you and increase our love for one another. We ask this in the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and -~ give you peace.
Amen.

905 Good News of God Above CW 905

Acknowledgments

Setting One from Christian Worship

Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from The Holy
Bible, New International Version®, NIV®. Copyright © 1973, 1978,
1984, 2011 by Biblica, Inc.™ Used by permission of Zondervan. All
rights reserved worldwide.

Liturgical and musical settings of Scripture based on text from The
Holy Bible, New International Version®, NIV®.
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Blessings through war—
an update from Ukraine

t has been nearly three years since
Russia first invaded Ukraine in an

attempt to take control of the country.

Cities have been destroyed and
infrastructure decimated. The number
of casualties Ukraine has suffered is
difficult to ascertain, but it is well into
the tens of thousands.

Against this backdrop of devastation,
destruction, and death, God is working.
The power of his love and his Word

can be seen clearly in the updates from
the Ukrainian Lutheran Church (ULC),
WELS' sister synod in Ukraine.

From the beginning of the war, WELS
provided financial assistance to the
ULC so our brothers and sisters could
help each other and their neighbors
with basic needs, such as food,
medicine, clothing, and fuel. In fact,
Christ's love flowed so generously
through WELS members that there

is enough funding to cover current
needs and anticipated future aid. The
most important thing shared, however,
has been the saving gospel message of
Christ and the hope all Christians have
through our risen Savior.

Pastor Vyacheslav Horpynchuk, bishop
of the Ukrainian Lutheran Church,
recently provided a detailed update.
Here is a summary of the highlights:

¢ The ULC has 14 congregations,
12 pastors, and 5 deacons, serving
655 members.

¢ Three congregations had to tem-
porarily suspend worship services
due to attacks in their areas.

e While services in Bereznehuvate
had to cease temporarily, once
Russian forces were out of the
area, the congregation not only
resumed regular worship, but also
started a mission in Snihurivka,
with an average of 100 people
attending each week,

¢ The pastor for the congregation in
Tokmak had to leave the city after
Russians started arresting Protestant
pastors. Many members left as well.

¢ Thousands of people have received
aid in the form of food, medicine,
household supplies, clothes, and
more through the ULC,

e With the aid, ULC members have
been able to help each other
repair damage to homes after
attacks.

e In Kyiv, 90 people have joined the
church and 30 more are taking
catechism class.

"God's Word provided us comfort

and strength to live, resist the

Russian invasion, and help thousands
of suffering people around us,”
concluded Horpynchuk. “Please
continue to pray for us and help us in
time of our dire need. We are grateful
to all WELS members and to the
United States of America. God bless
WELS! God bless Americal Please

pray that this war is finished soon!” @

Stay connected to WELS mission and ministry:  (F) WELSIutherans WELSlutherans

WELS offers a variety of devotions and newsletters that can be directly delivered to your inbox. Visit wels.net/subscribe,
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To sign up for the e-mail version, visit

o il wels.net/together.




RECOVERY IN CHRIST offers hope in Jesus.

A symptom of addiction of any kind is hopelessness. The
focus of Recovery in Christ is to bring the hope of Jesus. RIC meets
most Sundays at 4:00 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Onalaska,
Wisconsin (school library) and Wednesdays, 1:15 pm at La Crosse’s
Coulee Recovery Center, 933 Ferry Street. To confirm meeting
days/times call 608-567-3038 for Sundays, 608-784-4177 for
Wednesdays.

Recovery in Christ is not meant to replace other groups or
therapists. It is an additional group that offers Christian fellowship
and direction to those in recovery from alcohol and/or drugs.

NEED A CARD? Why go to a big box store and spend more than
you have to? Please browse our wide selection of cards in the former
library room at Christ. Cards are exceptionally priced at $0.50 each.

Diane Schultz is our sunshine lady. If anyone knows of someone
who would like a card of encouragement, please let her know. Her
cellphone is 608-738-9934 and her home phone is 608-685-3861.

Church Offerings

Wednesday, January 22: 8

General: $115 Missions: §  CapImp.: $

Sunday, January 26: 30
General: $865  Missions: $65 Cap Imp: $50

Total: $1095

General: $980 Missions: $65 Cap Imp.: $50

Our Weekly Walk with Jesus

Sunday, February 2

8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class
9:30 am Worship Service with Communion
10:30 am Coffee hour

10:40 am Annual Voters’ Meeting

Monday, February 3
10:00 am Bible class

Tuesday, February 4

9:00 am Winter Pastoral Conference at Holmen

6:30 pm Bible class

Wednesday, February 5§
6:30 pm Midweek Worship Service

Thursday, February 6

Friday, February 7

Saturday, February 8

Sunday, February 9

8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class
9:30 am Worship Service

10:30 am Coffee hour

10:40 am Church council meeting




