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The First Sunday after Epiphany - January 12, 2025

377 To Jordan’s River Came Our Lord W 377

In the name of the Father and of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 155

Blessed are they whose transgressions are forgiven, whose sins are
covered.
Blessed are they whose sin the Lord does not count against them.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Almighty and merciful Father,
we have strayed from your ways like lost sheep.
We have followed what we have devised and desired in our
hearts. ‘
We have offended you and sinned against your holy law.
We have done those things that we should not have done,
and we have not done those things that we should have
done.
Have mercy on us, Lord!
Spare us, forgive us, and restore us,
according to your promises in Christ Jesus.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the - Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.



Lord, Have Mercy

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.

Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.
Amen.

Glory Be to God on High CW 157
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Glorybeto God on high, andonearth peace, good will toward men.
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We praise you, we bless you, we wor-ship you, we glorify you,
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we give thanks to you, for your great glory, O Lord God, heav’n-ly King,
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God the Fa-ther Al - mighty. O Lord, the only-begotten Son, Je-sus Christ;
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0 Lord God, Lamb of God, Son of the Father, you take away the sin of the world;
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have mercy on us. You take away the sin of the world; re-ceive our prayer,
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You sit at the right hand of God the Father;

have mercy on us.

4
Ho-ly Spirit, are most high in the glory of God the Father, A - men.

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Father in heaven, at the baptism of Jesus in the River Jordan, you
proclaimed him your beloved Son and anointed him with the Holy
Spirit. Keep us who are baptized into Christ faithful in our calling as
your children, and make us heirs with him of everlasting life; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading

1 Samuel 16:1-13

'The LORD said to Samuel, “How long will you mourn for Saul, since
I have rejected him as king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil and be
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on your way; I am sending you to Jesse of Bethlehem. I have chosen
one of his sons to be king.”

*But Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears about it, he will kill
me.”

The LORD said, “Take a heifer with you and say, ‘I have come to
sacrifice to the LORD.” 3Invite Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you
what to do. You are to anoint for me the one I indicate.”

4Samuel did what the LORD said. When he arrived at Bethlehem, the
elders of the town trembled when they met him. They asked, “Do you
come in peace?”

5Samuel replied, “Yes, in peace; [ have come to sacrifice to the LORD.
Consecrate yourselves and come to the sacrifice with me.” Then he
consecrated Jesse and his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.

®When they arrived, Samuel saw Eliab and thought, “Surely the
LORD’s anointed stands here before the LORD.”

7But the LORD said to Samuel, “Do not consider his appearance or
his height, for I have rejected him. The LORD does not look at the
things people look at. People look at the outward appearance, but the
LORD looks at the heart.”

8Then Jesse called Abinadab and had him pass in front of Samuel.
But Samuel said, “The LORD has not chosen this one either.” 9esse
then had Shammah pass by, but Samuel said, “Nor has the LORD
chosen this one.” **Jesse had seven of his sons pass before Samuel, but
Samuel said to him, “The LORD has not chosen these.” "So he asked
Jesse, “Are these all the sons you have?”

“There is still the youngest,” Jesse answered. “He is tending the
sheep.”

Samuel said, “Send for him; we will not sit down until he arrives.”

2So he sent for him and had him brought in. He was glowing with
health and had a fine appearance and handsome features.

Then the LORD said, “Rise and anoint him; this is the one.”

13S0 Samuel took the horn of 0il and anointed him in the presence of
his brothers, and from that day on the Spirit of the LORD came
powerfully upon David. Samuel then went to Ramabh.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

2A You Are My Son Psalm 2A
Refrain
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You are my Son; this day have I be-got-ten you.

Tone

Pty == Se=

i -—-j—ﬁ-_g- — g
O} g K o ® e

T

Why do the / nations rage?

Why do the peoples / plot in vain?
The kings of the earth take their stand and the rulers assemble a- /
gainst the LORD

and against his A- / nointed One. Refrain

He who sits in / heaven laughs;

the Lord / scoffs at them.
Then he addresses them in his anger and frightens them with his fury,
/ saying,

“I have set my King on Zion, my / holy hill.”  Refrain

I will declare the / LORD's decree:

He said to me, “You are my Son; today I have be- / gotten you.”
Glory be to the Father and / to the Son

and to the / Holy Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,

is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

Text: translation

Tune: Thomas Pavlechko

Text: © 2021 Northwestern Publishing House (verse text tr.). Used by permlssion: Northwestern Publishing House no.
ALM8V-ZQ3MO-DFDAU-FMUAP

Muslc: © 2004, 2012 Thomas Pavlechko, admin. Augsburg Fortress. Used by permission: Northwestern Publishing House
no. ALM8V-ZQ3MO-DFDAU-FMUAP
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Second Reading Titus 3:4-7

4But when the kindness and love of God our Savior appeared, she
saved us, not because of righteous things we had done, but because of
his mercy. He saved us through the washing of rebirth and renewal by
the Holy Spirit, *'whom he poured out on us generously through Jesus
Christ our Savior, 7so that, having been justified by his grace, we might
become heirs having the hope of eternal life.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God:

Gospel Acclamation Mark 1:11

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.
You are my Son, whom I love;
with you I am well pleased.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Luke 3:15-17,21-22

15The people were waiting expectantly and were all wondering in
their hearts if John might possibly be the Messiah. *John answered
them all, “I baptize you with water. But one who is more powerful than
I will come, the straps of whose sandals I am not worthy to untie. He
will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire. "His winnowing fork is
in his hand to clear his threshing floor and to gather the wheat into his
barn, but he will burn up the chaff with unquenchable fire.”

*When all the people were being baptized, Jesus was baptized too.
And as he was praying, heaven was opened *?and the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form like a dove. And a voice came from
heaven: “You are my Son, whom I love; with you [ am well pleased.”

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!
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682 All Christians Who Have Been Baptized CW 682

Sermon - Titus 3:4-7 God Saves Us Through Baptism

Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From there he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.

Prayer of the Church

Loving God and Lord, you created the universe that surrounds us and
the globe on which we live. You control all things through your Son,
who sits at your right hand in glory.

Comfort us with the promise of your eternal presence.
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Give your Word power as it works in our hearts and minds. Clear away
our confusion, and demolish our doubts. Send your Spirit to
strengthen both our confidence in your promises and our desire to live
according to your will.

Take away our love of sinning, and restore us each day by your
grace.

The signs of the times warn us that the end of time is near. Protect us
from scoffers who sneer at your truth. Spare us and Christians around
the world from all forms of hate and persecution.

Give us courage to carry the cross with patience and joy.

Instill in the hearts of our children a desire to follow you as they
prepare for future days. Help them distinguish between what is passing
and what is eternal, between instant thrills and lasting joy. Encourage
more young people to prepare for service in the public ministry of the
gospel.

Mold us and move us to be good examples for our youth.

Hold in your care, Lord, those who are experiencing physical or
emotional pain and all who are afflicted by disease or facing death.
Pour out your compassion on the grieving, and comfort the mourners
who miss someone they loved.

Move us to pray for these brothers and sisters and to help when
we can.

Hear us, Lord, as we pray in silence.
Silent prayer

Whether we pray together or alone, you have promised to hear and
answer us. Give us patience to accept your blessings in whatever way
you send them. In your love and wisdom, prepare us for the day when
you will take us to be with you forever.

Hear us for Jesus’ sake. Amen.

685 Through Simple Water, Drawn and Poured CW 685

I

14

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Blessed Lord, you have given us your Holy Scriptures for our learning.
May we so hear them, read, learn and take them to heart that, being
strengthened and comforted by your holy Word, we may cling to the
blessed hope of everlasting life; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who
lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and
forever.

Amen,

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father, who art in heaven,
hallowed be thy name,
thy kingdom come,
thy will be done
on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.

The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.
The Lord look on you with favor and - give you peace.
Amen.

692 All Who Believe and Are Baptized CW 692
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RECOVERY IN CHRIST offers hope in Jesus.

A symptom of addiction of any kind is hopelessness. The
focus of Recovery in Christ is to bring the hope of Jesus. RIC meets
most Sundays at 4:00 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Onalaska,
Wisconsin (school library) and Wednesdays, 1:15 pm at La Crosse’s
Coulee Recovery Center, 933 Ferry Street. To confirm meeting
days/times call 608-567-3038 for Sundays, 608-784-4177 for
Wednesdays.

Recovery in Christ is not meant to replace other groups or
therapists. It is an additional group that offers Christian fellowship
and direction to those in recovery from alcohol and/or drugs.

NEED A CARD? Why go to a big box store and spend more than
you have to? Please browse our wide selection of cards in the former
library room at Christ. Cards are exceptionally priced at $0.50 each.

Diane Schultz is our sunshine lady. If anyone knows of someone
who would like a card of encouragement, please let her know. Her
cellphone is 608-738-9934 and her home phone is 608-685-3861.

Church Offerings

Tuesday, December 31 (6:30 pm): 12
General: $60  Missions: $ Cap Imp.: $

Sunday, January 5: 31

General: $1510  Missions: $165 CapImp: $70

(Cap Imp included a gift for Luther High School)
Total: $1805

General: $§1570 Missions: $165 Cap Imp.: $70

QOur Weekly Walk with Jesus

Sunday, January 12

8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class
9:30 am Worship Service

10:30 am Coffee hour/Open Forum

10:40 am Church Council Meeting

Monday, January 13
10:00 am Bible class

Tuesday, January 14
9:30 am Winona Circuit Meeting
6:30 pm Bible class

Wednesday, January 15
6:30 pm Midweek Worship Service

Thursday, January 16

Friday, January 17

Saturday, January 18

Sunday, January 19

8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class
9:30 am Worship Service

10:30 am Coffee hour

11:00 am BLSA Board Meeting at St. Mike’s




