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Epiphany Sunday - January 5, 2025
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In the name of the Father and of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.

Confession CW 172

If we claim to be without sin, we deceive ourselves and the truth is not
in us.
If we confess our sins, God is faithful and just

and will forgive us our sins

and purify us from all unrighteousness.

Let us confess our sins to the Lord.
Holy God, gracious Father,
I am sinful by nature
and have sinned against you in my thoughts, words, and
actions.
I have not loved you with my whole heart;
I have not loved others as I should.
I deserve your punishment both now and forever.
But Jesus, my Savior, paid for my sins
with his innocent suffering and death.
Trusting in him, I pray: God, have mercy on me, a sinner.

Our gracious Father in heaven has been merciful to us. He sent his
only Son, Jesus Christ, who gave his life as the atoning sacrifice for the
sins of the whole world. Therefore, as a called servant of Christ and by
his authority, I forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and
of the + Son and of the Holy Spirit. :

‘Amen.
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Lord, Have Mercy CW 174

In peace let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace from above and for our salvation, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For the peace of the whole world, for the well-being of the Church of
God, and for the unity of all, let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

For this holy house and for all who offer here their worship and praise,
let us pray to the Lord.
Lord, have mercy.

Help, save, comfort, and defend us, gracious Lord.

Amen.

Glory to God in the Highest CW 176
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The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Prayer of the Day

Let us pray.

Lord God, by the leading of a star, you once made known to the
nations your one and only Son. Guide us, also, who know him now by
faith to come at last to the perfect joy of your heavenly glory; through
your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

First Reading ‘ _ 1Kings 10:1-9

"When the queen of Sheba heard about the fame of Solomon and his
relationship to the LORD, she came to test Solomon with hard
questions. *Arriving at Jerusalem with a very great caravan—with
camels carrying spices, large quantities of gold, and precious stones—
she came to Solomon and talked with him about all that she had on
her mind. 3Solomon answered all her questions; nothing was too hard
for the king to explain to her. “‘When the queen of Sheba saw all the
wisdom of Solomon and the palace he had built, 5the food on his fdble,
the seating of his officials, the attending servants in their robes, his
cupbearers, and the burnt offerings he made at the temple of the
LORD, she was overwhelmed.

8She said to the king, “The report I heard in my own country about
your achievements and your wisdom is true. 7But I did not believe
these things until I came and saw with my own eyes. Indeed, not even
half was told me; in wisdom and wealth you have far exceeded the
report I heard. 8How happy your people must be! How happy your
officials, who continually stand before you and hear your wisdom!
9Praise be to the LORD your God, who has delighted in you and placed
you on the throne of Israel. Because of the LORD’s eternal love for
Israel, he has made you king to maintain justice and righteousness.”

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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Endow the king with your justice, / O God,
the royal son with your / righteousness.
May he endure as long / as the sun,
as long as the moon, through all gener- / ations.

May he be like rain falling on a / mown field,
like showers water- / ing the earth.
In his days may the righteous / flourish
and prosperity abound till the moon / is no more. Refrain

May all kings bow / down to him
and all nations / serve him.
Long may he live! May gold from Sheba be / given him.
May the kings of Sheba and Seba pre- / sent him gifts.

May people ever / pray for him
and bless him / all day long.
Then all nations will be / blessed through him,
and they will / call him blessed.

Glory be to the Father and / to the Son
and to the Holy / Spirit,
as it was in the be- / ginning,
is now, and will be forever. / Amen. Refrain

¢

Second Reading Acts 13:46-49

4Then Paul and Barnabas answered them boldly: “We had to speak
the word of God to you first. Since you reject it and do not consider
yourselves worthy of eternal life, we now turn to the Gentiles. 47For
this is what the Lord has commanded us:

. “‘I'have made you a light for the Gentiles,
that you may bring salvation to the ends of the earth.”

“*When the Gentiles heard this, they were glad and honored the
word of the Lord; and all who were appointed for eternal life believed.
#The word of the Lord spread through the whole region.

The Word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation Matthew 2:2

Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Where is the one who has been born king of the Jews?

We saw his star when it rose and have come to worship him.
Alleluia, alleluia, alleluia, alleluia.

Gospel Matthew 2:1-12

‘After Jesus was born in Bethlehem in Judea, during the time of King
Herod, Magi from the east came to Jerusalem 2and asked, “Where is
the one who has been born king of the Jews? We saw his star when it
rose and have come to worship him.”

3When King Herod heard this he was disturbed, and all Jerusalem
with him. *When he had called together all the people’s chief priests
and teachers of the law, he asked them where the Messiah was to be
born. 5“In Bethlehem in Judea,” they replied, “for this is what the
prophet has written:

6 ‘But you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
are by no means least among the rulers of Judah;
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for out of you will come a ruler
who will shepherd my people Israel.”

7Then Herod called the Magi secretly and found out from them the
exact time the star had appeared. ®He sent them to Bethlehem and
said, “Go and search carefully for the child. As soon as you find him,
report to me, so that I too may go and worship him.”

oAfter they had heard the king, they went on their way, and the star
they had seen when it rose went ahead of them until it stopped over
the place where the child was. *®When they saw the star, they were
overjoyed. "On coming to the house, they saw the child with his
mother Mary, and they bowed down and worshiped him. Then they
opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold,
frankincense and myrrh. 2And having been warned in a dream not to
go back to Herod, they returned to their country by another route.

The Gospel of the Lord.
Praise be to you, O Christ!

374 The Star Proclaims the King Is Here CW 374

Sermon: Matthew 2:1-12 Come, Gentiles, to Your Light

Nicene Creed

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty,
malker of heaven and earth,
of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God,
eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God,

€

begotten, not made,
of one being with the Father.

Through him all things were made.

For us and for our salvation, he came down from heaven,
was incarnate of the Holy Spirit and the Virgin Mary,
and became truly human.

For our sake he was crucified under Pontius Pilate.

He suffered death and was buried.

On the third day he rose again in accordance with the

Scriptures.

He ascended into heaven
and is seated at the right hand of the Father.

He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead,
and his kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit,

the Lord, the giver of life,

who proceeds from the Father and the Son,

who in unity with the Father and the Son

is worshiped and glorified,

who has spoken through the prophets.
We believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead

and the life of the world to come. Amen.

372 As with Gladness Men of Old W 372

Preface CW 183

The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them up to the Lord.

9



Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.

It is truly’good and right that we should at all times and in all places
give you thanks, O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God,
through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lived among us as a human being
and revealed his glory as your only Son, full of grace and truth.
Therefore, with all the saints on earth and hosts of heaven, we praise
your holy name and join their glorious song:

Holy, Holy, Holy CW 184

Holy, holy, holy Lord, God of power, God of might.

Heaven and earth are full of your glory.

Hosanna in the highest. Blessed is he who comes in the name of the
Lord.

Hosanna in the highest, hosanna in the highest!

Prayer of Thanksgiving

Lord God, you are worthy to receive thanks and praise from all people.
You created the world and all who live in it, and in your mercy you
saved us. We give thanks to you for the grace of your Son, Jesus Christ.

Though in very nature God, he took the nature of a servant and
became obedient to death, even death on a cross. He offered himself as
a sacrifice for sin and redeemed us from its curse and penalty. He
rescued us from the terrors of death and restored eternal life with you,
He conquered our enemies and gained for us the kingdom of grace and

glory.
Bless us as we receive your Son'’s body and blood, and lead us to

remember his suffering, death, and resurrection. Forgive our sins and
fill us with the hope of new life in heaven. Hear our praise and receive

(o

our thanks as we worship you—the Father, the Son, and the Holy
Spirit.
Amen.

Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins,
as we forgive those
who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours
now and forever. Amen.

Words of Institution

Our Lord Jesus Christ, on the night he was betrayed, took bread; and
when he had given thanks, he broke it and gave it to his disciples,
saying, “Take and eat; this is my - body, which is given for you. Do
this in remembrance of me.”

Then he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink
from it, all of you; this is my -}~ blood of the new covenant, which is
poured out for you for the forgiveness of sins. Do this, whenever you
drink it, in remembrance of me.”

The peace of the Lord be with you always.
Amen.
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Jesus, Lamb of God CW 186
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Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
his mercy endures forever.

Whenever we eat this bread and drink this cup,
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.

AN

We give you thanks, O Lord, for the foretaste of the heavenly banquet
you have given us in this Sacrament. Through this gift you have fed our
faith, nourished our hope, and strengthened our love. By your Spirit,
help us to live as your holy people until that day when you will receive
us as your guests at the wedding supper of the Lamb, who lives and

reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever,
Amen.

Blessing

The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord make his face shine on you and be gracious to you.

The Lord look on you with favor and +- give you peace.
Amen.

373 Brightest and Best CW 373
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RECOVERY IN CHRIST offers hope in Jesus.

A symptom of addiction of any kind is hopelessness The
focus of Recovery in Christ is to bring the hope of Jesus. RIC meets
most Sundays at 4:00 pm at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, Ofalaska,
Wisconsin (school library) and Wednesdays, 1:15 pm at La Ctosse’s
Coulee Recovery Center, 933 Ferry Street. To confirm meeting
days/times call 608-567-3038 for Sundays, 608-784-4177 for
Wednesdays.

Recovery in Christ is not meant to replace other groups or
therapists. It is an additional group that offers Christian fellowship
and direction to those in recovery from alcohol and/or drugs.

NEED A CARD? Why go to a big box store and spend more than
you have to? Please browse our wide selection of cards in the former
library room at Christ. Cards are exceptionally priced at $0.50 each.

Diane Schultz is our sunshine lady. If anyone knows of someone
who would like a card of encouragement, please let her know. Her
cellphone is 608-738-9934 and her home phone is 608-685-3861.

Our Weekly Walk with Jesus

Sunday, January 5

Church Offerings

Tuesday, December 24 (2 pm): 41
General: $1780  Missions: $15 Cap Imp.: $25
Tuesday, December 24 (6:30 pm): 64

General: $1085  Missions: $ Cap Imp.: $
Wednesday, December 25: 8
General: $195 Missions: $ Cap Imp.: $

Sunday, December 29: 22
General: $790  Missions: $25 Cap Imp: $25

Total: $3940

General: $3850 Missions: 340 Cap Imp.: $50

8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class
9:30 am Worship Service with Communion
10:30 am Coffee hour

Monday, January 6

Tuesday, January 7
9:00 am Ladies Aid
10:00 am Bible class
6:30 pm Bible class

Wednesday, January 8
6:30 pm Midweek Worship Service

Thursday, January 9

Friday, January 10

Saturday, January 11

Sunday, January 12

8:30 am Sunday School/Confirmation Class
9:30 am Worship Service

10:30 am Coffee hour/Open Forum

10:40 am Church Council Meeting




